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HISTORIG AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

JOHN D. APPLETON HOUSE HABS No. MI-235

Location: 325 5. Grand River Avenus at ths northeast
cornar of Spencer Rd. and South Grand Rivar
Avenue. Lot 59 of Section #1 of Noble’a plat
in the village (now ¢gity) of Brighton,
Livingaton County, Michigan

Prasasnt owner: Charles J. Kelly, 425 Spencar Rd., Brighton,
Michigan

Present ussa: Residence and commercial uss; storags

Significancs: The homas was built for and by John D. Appleton
and has distinctive architecture., Applaton
arrived in Brighton in 1839, where he became &
carpanter and joinar.

A. Physicgal History:

1. Date of erection: An exact date of construction cannot
be placed on the building but it seaema likely that it
wasg built somatime between 1848, whan the lot came into
the poasasssion of John D. Appleton, and 1855, whan the
lot waa dseded to Diantha Jones for a conasideration of
£1,200.00.

2. Architect: John D. Appleton

3. Buildar, contractor, supplier:! The house was built by
and for John D. Appleton.

4. Original and subssquant owners:

B. Hiatorical Contaxt! John D. Appleton, the builder, camas to
Brighton in 1839 and easrned hia living as 8 carpenter and
joiner. He built thia home which waa close by the
Prasbyterian Church and latsr built a largs "public houssa™
opposite the Brighton Hotel. Thia waa known locslly as ths
“"Appleton Block." the Kslley family, into whosa hands the
home came in the mid-1880‘a, warsa substantial citizena of
Brighton. The £firat Kelley, Aaron H. Kelley, arrived in
Brighton in 1837 from Dixboro, Michigan and built a
water-powered saw mill which Kelley opsrated for some time.
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He was an sarly merchant of Brighton and owned a farm near
thera. The asite of the J. D. Appleton house was that of the
firat store in Brighton built by William Nobla, Jr.

PART I1I.
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ARCHITECTURAL INFORMATION:
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A. Genaral Statement:

1-

2.

Architectural character: A mid-19th century village
house of formal composition, with intereating
nodificationa of claasical detsasila. Although asltered,
this building repraeents & typs of facade coneidered
unique to Michigan.

Condition of fabric! Older portions are fair to
good; recent portions are in good condition.

~B. Dascription of Exterior:

ll

Over-all dimensions:! The original portion is 387 -10"

wide by 36“-6" in depth, pluas a portico 8°-3" by 22’-8
l1/2", snd a rear wing 16’-8" wide by 12°-2" in depth. The
front is five bays wide, sach one-story wing taking up

one bay. The front faceas wast.

Foundations: Walls are rubbkble about 19" thick,
extending below frost line; only a little shows above
grada. Most exterior surfaces have bsen stuccoed within
recent timee.

Walls: Exterior walls are framed with corner posts and
intermediate posts about 8" by 8"; these project into
the interior., Intermediate atudding is of 4" by 4" and
2" by 4" members, with corner braces of 4" by 4" piecea.
The lsrger timbers sre morticad and pegged together.

The exterior facing msay have been shiplap, though it is
now covered with esbestos composition shingles.

Structural framing!: First-floor joists are 7' -diameter
poles hewn on top: they are laid longitudinslly (E-W)
and are saspaced about two feet on centers. A hewn girder
9" wide by 7' deep extends tranavarsely several feet t
the rear of center. Silla are hawn, 8' wide by 7" deep.
Second-floor joists are 2" by 8" spaced 13" to 1’5" on
centers., Raftar of the portico and winge are poles 3-
1/2" in dismeter, hewn on top, spaced about two feet on
centare.
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Portico and porches! The columns are square in plan
17-10 1/2" to 1’-11" wide at the bottom, tapering to
i’-6" at tha top. They are 14’-10" high and have no
baaa. The capital ia angular Ionic, freely modified
from Greek prototypes. The abacus covera only half of
each volute, leaving room for a painted iron acanthua
laaf to cover the outer half. The cushiona are curved;
at the center each beara a asmall five-part laaf motif.
Elementa of the egg-and-dart band ia continuad. Each
face of the column ia conatructed of board 1 3/4" thick;
while each compriaed the whole width, it doea not extend
the entire height. On the outar and innar face there ia
a 2°-2" place at the bottom; on tha ailda facesa there ia a
aimilar ahort piece at the top. Cornera ara not
mitered; boardas axtand the full width of the inner and
outer facea, their edgea showing on the aida facas.
Pilaatar (antae? on the housa wall respond to the corner
colunmna. Each haa a baae conalating of a plinth, a
narrow recsased faacla and a cavetto. The capital
conajlata of a fillet, ovolo, fillet, faacia and crowning
cavetto. The pilaater shafta are alightly tapered, and
average 1’-8 3/4" in width, reapectively.

The entablature of the portico conaista of a plain
architrave crownad by an ovolo between filletsas, a plain
frieze, bed moulding and cornice. The bed moulding
conalata of 8 cove, with projecting fillet at the lower
edge, and a 3/4-round quirked moulding at the upper
edge. In the cornice is a corona terminated by a
fillet and ovolo, and a crowning cavetto. The cornera of
the pediment divide in the orthodox manner. The whole
entablature continues along the rake in the padiment,
leaving a amall triangular area now faced with
corpoaition ahingles,

The porch ceiling, above a wide architrave, is of boards
about 5 1/2" wide; the joista which support them are 1"
boards gpacad about two feet apart. Tha present porch
floor is concrete, as are the steps up to the central
bay.

Chimneys: One® chimney somewhat south of the center
extenda a ahort diatance above the roof: it extends at
tha lower end to aeveral feet below tha ground line. It
is of relatively modern construction but may replace an
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older chimney. It contains a fireplace, now closed up,
on the firat atory. Another chimney forme a part of the
north one-etory addition.

7. Upanings: a. Doorways and doors: The main antrancs,

which ia on the main axia of the facade, ia framed
by wide paneled trim. That to tha jamba has & baae
similar to the pilastera, and tapers in width from
1/-2 1/4" at +the hottom to 1°-1/4" at the top.
Corner blocks at tha top contain a recessad aquare
panel and a racessed circular panal withint it,
which containa a five-part rosetta in low relief.
At tha cantar along the hasad of the opening ia a
threa~part key block. Within tha frame just
dascribed ia a aplayad opening containing a door,
transom and side light; these ara aseparatad by
wooden bara 371/2" wida, of a dasaign aimilar to the
outer trim {(corner blocks includad). The door, 3’
by 67-7 1/2" by 1 3/4", contains a horizontal panel
below and & vertical panel (now glazed) above:;
atilea end raila are very wide. Each panel ia
framad by 3 1/2" band consiating of an ocuter fillet
and a cyma reveraa, rather baaked on the inner adga;
at each corner ia & block, plain excapt for =
receaaed panel. In tha lower door panel ia a
rhombua in relief againat an oblong in relief.
Balow each alide light ia a single moulded panel with
raisad field. Glazing of side lights and tranzom ia
modern: the original saaah, containing red glasa, are
atill in the poaaeaaion of the owner.

Other exterior doorways are all ralatively modern.
Ona glazed door in the bay juat to the left of the
entrance waa inatalled in place of an original
window.

Windowas: Full windows, on tha firat sotry and under
the portico on the aecond atory, have aimple
srchitrave trim (two fascias) which is pitched to an
apex at tha haad. Small windows in tha frieze of
both long aidea, charactarized the second astory:
there are three on the north and two on tha south.
Saah have been replaced throughout: aome old
caaaments, pearhapese from the second atory, are atill
in the poaaeaaion of the owner,

8. Roof:

A.

Tha roof of the two-atory portion
hed roofs over the aide
ia partly aaphalt

Shape, covering:
ia gablad and there ara a
winga. The preaent covaring
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compoagition shingles and partly roll rocofing. The
rafters are sheathed with wide bocarda. Modern sheet
netal gutters are in place. There sre no dormars.

b. Cornice: The entablature of the portico continues
ag a houas cornica slong the high portion: thera
are returna at the cornera of the east gable. On
the facade of thas winga ara remaina of a moulded
taenia with a guttae course below it. Eavea
project alightly at the edge of the winga.

C. Desacription of Interior:
i. Floor plans:

a. Firat floor: Originally theras waas a central entranca
and atair hall with two rooma on each side connected
by wida openinga, and a raar kitchan wing on the
north aida. Altarationa have been mads.

b. Second floor: Alterations to this story make the
original arrangement proeblamatical. Thia atory
axtends over tha central portion of the building
bahind the pediment. Perhapa there wsa a single
room acroaa the front, and the rear wsg dividad
intc two amaller L-ashaped rooma with the hall in the
center.

2. Stairwaya: A straight flight of stairs (14 risers)
ascands from just inaide the front entrance. It waas
originally of thas opan-well type with an open atring on
ona aide, with two 5/8" by 7/8" plain baluaters per
traad, aimpla moulded handrail, octagcnal newel ahaped
somnawhat like a baluater, and moulded noaing. The lower
and of the other aide projected part-way acrogs a wide
opening. Now a closat oh one aide and a partition on
the other make thia virtually an encloaed atair, A
ahort section of reiling remaina st the second atory. A
gaimple basament stsir, no unusad, ia under the mein one,
and appears to be modarn.

3. Flooring: Floors were single tongue-and-groove, of 1"
boarda 6" wide on the firat floor and up to 10" wide on
tha aecond flocor. They have in recent yaars been
covered with other boards and linoleunm.

4. Wall and c¢eiling finish: Walls and ceiling werwe

plastered on wood lath (boards chopped and “expanded™).
Many walla have bean covered with vertical boardsz, and
cellings with composition material, during recent
alterationa. OQther surfacse have been paperad.
openinga whfch have been closed off in part. Trim
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%, Openings!

a. Doorways and doors: There are several original wide
ia &" wida, moulded, of the "pilaster™ type, with
corner blocka which contain a aquare boas having
the aame moulded profile. The only old doora ara
thomse on the second story. Thay are 2’-8" by &’-7"
by 1 3/8", with two vertical panels with raised
fielda on both facesa unmoulded.

b. ¥indowa: The windows which have not been altered
hava tha sama trim that extands to tha floor,
leaving a single panel below the atool.

6. Hardware: No original hardware appears to remain.
7. Mechanical equipment:

a. Heating: There is no indication of original heating,
although the position of the remaining chimney
auggeata tha probability that wera usad. There is
one fireplace, no closed up.

Site:

1. Genmral setting and orientation! This house occupies a
lot at the northeaat cornar of South Grand River Avenua
and Spancer Road, in a reaidential neighborhood close
to the businesa center of Brighton. Nothing remaina it
indicate any original landacaping.
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